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L.A. 1-2

January 15, 2006

Dear Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,


Happy Birthday!  Number 77!  Don’t worry, it is not THAT old.  Anyway, I hope that this letter will get to you, up there in heaven.  I wish that you were still on this Earth so that I could share with you my opinions of peace from the heart.

I loved your “I Have a Dream” speech.  It touched me deep down and made me realize that people are still discriminated or excluded because of many characteristics, including race and religion.  It makes me feel safe that I live in a welcoming community.  Your speech has sent me on a mission to do the best I can to make sure that the people around me are not discriminated from prejudiced people.  Your words and thoughts are so powerful.  They make me wonder.  Why? Why do people have hatred or prejudice? Why do people start wars when they know that people will die and that there will be hatred?  Why are there robbers and criminals, bullies and hurters?  What has gotten into there minds that makes them want to do harmful things?  Who has influenced them? Why?  I just wonder.  But I will never know the answers to some of these questions. Nor will many of the other inhabitants of this world.

There are not many people like you in history.  There was your idol, Mohandas Gandhi, but not many others.  I’m not saying that people don’t make peace, but you are known to many more people.  What were your thoughts on the world and peace? Did your feelings toward peace change? I think of peace as a parent.  You can hate it or love it.  You can respect and follow it or disobey it.  It kind of makes sense.  I always try to obey and respect peace.  Although many people do, many people are the opposite of peace.  That’s why there are wars, right.  I even feel ashamed of America.  Now days, America’s military is going into the Middle East and disturbing their peace. We aren’t even getting much success on what we are trying to accomplish.  And in the past, America has been in many wars.  We have segregated innocent people who’ve had different races, even if they were innocent, which most of them were.  What a disgrace.  I feel that other countries have the right to think that we are bad people, even though the majority of Americans are moral, welcoming people.  I hope your agree with me.  And, I hope that the people of this world think more of your words, “Let freedom ring!”  They really mean something to me.


I really wish that this letter could get to you and that you could send me something back.  I know that that would probably be impossible.  I got to go, but remember that you are my hero, the country’s hero, and the world’s hero.









Your dreamer, 










Sameer Bansal

January 16, 2006
Dear Sameer,
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The feelings in your heart, about peace, really is what got the letter to me.  I’m glad that my words touched the people of even today. I don’t have much time to write to you, unfortunately.  I totally agree with your thoughts about peace. I concentrated more on segregation in my days.  I think that with your thoughts, you should and you have the potential to do something about your wars.  You probably can’t stop it, but raising money can even be peace work.  With the influence of Gandhi, I did something.  With the influence of Gandhi, and the advice from me, you can do something, too!








Your pal,









Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
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Peace
By Sameer Bansal

Peace should by known.
Peace should be followed.
Peace should be respected.
Hatred is the enemy,

as it takes over the person’s mind.

It makes them fight and tease.
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It makes people greedy and selfish,

jealous and prejudiced.

People make decisions, 

bad or good,

two sides that are totally different.

Anyone can be peaceful.

The birds can, 
why can’t you.

Just think of all the symbols,

the dove and the crane,

the anti-nuclear symbol and the victory sign.

How this…
Why that…

Questions are always asked about peace,
But there are so many things we can not know.
Why do people have hatred and prejudice?

Why are people greedy and selfish?

Why are the innocent people hurt and suffering?

Why do people let bullets stab people?

How can they?

All I say is,

what a disgrace.

There is nothing we can do.

That’s why we believe.
We can wonder.

We can think.

The answers will come in our hearts.

As Martin Luther King stated,

“..all of Gods children will be able to sing with a new meaning,

‘My country, 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. 

Land where my fathers died, land of the pilgrim's pride, from every mountainside, 

let freedom ring!’…”

“…"Free at last! free at last! 

Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!”

